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Instructions for Sending S amples  

I. General requirements  
 

�x Please do not  place samples in fixative.  
�x Please forward as soon as possible following collection, but if there is delay, store at 4oC. 

Do not freeze, expose to excess heat, or store in fixative. 
�x Please ensure that packaging conforms to HSE packing Instructions P650 (see 

www.hse.gov.uk/cdg/pdf/infect-subs.pdf). 
�x Tests are principally DNA based. 
�x For cell culture viable cells are required. Suspend samples in tissue culture media* or 

sterile isotonic saline and send without delay. 
 

II. Pregnancy loss referrals  
 

For ERPC (Evacuation of R etained Products of Conception) samples , separate the 
solid tissues and transfer to a dry, sterile, leak proof container.   Please do not  send 
in the pr ocedure  evacuation container . 

 

POC Solid tissues only In dry, sterile, leakproof 
container 

Placental biopsy 
(chorionic villi) 

At least 2cm3 taken adjacent to 
the cord insertion site to 
ensure it is the fetal side 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/cdg/pdf/infect-subs.pdf
https://www.salisbury.nhs.uk/wards-departments/departments/genetics/referral-forms/
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